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Aims of the session

✓ What is phonics?

✓How phonics is taught at Brentfield Primary School?

✓What is the Phonics Screening Test?

✓How you can help at home?



What is Phonics?

• Phonics is the process of teaching children to read.

• In phonics, children are taught how to write and say the 44  
phonemes (sounds) in the English language. Once they know these 
sounds they should be able to read most words. 



Phoneme

This is one sound that can be written using one or more letters

Example  m, ow or igh. 

• In RWI, children learn how to say the 44 sounds in the English 
language. 



Grapheme

This refers to the written letters. 

In Read Write Inc, children will learn what the letters look like.  

Some sounds are made up of 1 letter while other sounds are made up 
of 2 or more



Grapheme

To make things difficult, there is 
more than one way to write the 

same sound.



How is phonics taught? 

• At Brentfield Primary School we use Read Write Inc Phonics to teach 
the children phonics. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/


Set 1

When they learn, children are taught the sounds in Sets (Set 1, 2 and 3)

Children start by learning the set 1 sounds in Early Years. 

In this set, they learn the simple sounds and how to 
write these letters using a rhyme. 



Set 1

Once children have learnt the first few sounds, the start to put the sounds together to
read green words.

We call this blending.

Some words cannot be read using phonics. These are red words. Children must learn to
read these by sight.



Set 2
At the end of Reception, children 
move to Set 2. In this set, children 
are taught how to say the long 
vowel sounds. 

To help them learn these, children 
are taught a rhyme.  



Set 3
In set 3, children are taught the 
alternative way to write the same 
sounds. 

To help them tell the difference 
between set 2 and set 3, children 
are taught a rhyme.  



Set 2 and 3

At this point, children will 
begin to bring home RWI 
phonics books.  

It is important that you spend 
time at home reading these 
books with your children. 



Helping at home

Use the RWI website to help you practice the 
sounds and help your children with their phonics. 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYx1CyDMZSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R16KrypGtuU


The Phonics Screening Check
This is a test that is done at the end of 
year 1 to see if children have learnt the 
sounds and can read.

The teacher will sit with 1 child and do 
the test (2 – 5 minutes long).

The test has 40 words: 
20 real words and 20 alien words

For children to pass, they must correctly 
read 32 or more words. 

If they fail, they will have to do the test 
again at the end of Year 2.  



What is the Phonics Screening Test?

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/


How to help at home

Set 1

• Magnetic Letters – put the 
letters together to make and 
read simple words like 

c-a-t or f-r-o-g



How to help at home

Set 1



How can you help at home? 

Set 2 and 3
Read the phonics books sent home 
together.

Practise reading the green words.

Make sure your child can read the 
red words by sight. 

Ask them questions about the book.

Read the book at least 3 times. 















The book should be read at least 3 times with the children. 

The first time they read it, they should focus only on using their 
phonics to help them read the words. 

The second time the children read the book they should try to focus 
on what is happening in the story and answer questions. 

The third time they read the book, the children should read with 
more fluency pausing where there is punctuation. They should also 
practise using their voice when a character is speaking. 





Phonics Apps

• Oz Phonics

• Alphabet Sound Word Study

• The Joy of Reading

• Read with phonics

• Phonics Genius



Useful websites: 

• https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase2Menu.htm

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

• http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/Phase2Menu.htm
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html


Practice the phonics screening test at home using 
resources given by the Year 1 teachers!



Questions? 


