
Parents’ Guide to the 
Curriculum

Nursery
Spring 2 – 2022

Animals

Key Dates: 
Return to school: Monday 21st

February 

World Book Day: Thursday 3rd 
March

Science Fair: Tuesday 29th March 

Easter Break: 

Monday 4th April  – Monday 18th 
April 

How Parents Can Help

Please support your children to 
achieve these objectives by 
exploring the same themes at 
home. 

Please read to  your child every 
day and comment in their 
reading record.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

• Play with one or more other children, extending 
and elaborating play ideas.

• Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they 
are important.

• Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, 
‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.

FOCUS STORIES

LITERACY
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, 

learning new vocabulary.
• Understand the five key concepts about print:

- print has meaning
- print can have different purposes
- we read English text from left to right 

and  from top to bottom
- the names of the different parts of a book
- page sequencing

MATHEMATICS
• Solve real world mathematical problems with 

numbers up to 5.
• Talk about and explore 2D shapes (for example, 

circles, rectangles, squares, triangles) using 
informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, 
‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.

• Make comparisons between objects relating to 
size

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE
• Enjoy listening to longer stories.
• Be able to retell a story once they are familiar 

with it.
• Understand a question or instruction that has 

two parts.
• Use longer sentences of four to six words.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
• Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, 

making snips in paper with scissors.
• Show a preference for a dominant hand.
• Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and 

streamers, paint and make marks.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 
• Develop their own ideas and then decide which 

materials to use to express them.
• Join different materials and explore different 

textures.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of 

natural materials.
• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary.

PHONICS
• Rhythm and Rhyme -experience and appreciate 

rhyme and rhythm  .
• Alliteration - develop understanding of alliteration 

through games and activities. 


