


English overview this week
•





Spelling Test
• Refracture
• Realign
• Appropriate
• Suspicious
• precious
• anxious
• cautious
• nutritious
• gracious
• spacious 

Ask a parent to test you 
on these spellings

Ask a parent to test you on these 
spellings
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“Tell me the one about the virus again, then I’ll go to bed”.
“But, my boy, you’re growing weary, sleepy thoughts about your head”.
“That one’s my favourite. Please, I promise, just once more”.
“Okay, snuggle down, my boy, but I know you all too well.
This story starts before then in a world I once would dwell”.
“It was a world of waste and wonder, of poverty and plenty,
Back before we understood why hindsight’s 2020
You see, the people came up with companies to trade across all lands
But they swelled and got much bigger than we ever could have planned
We always had our wants, but now, it got so quick
You could have anything you dreamed of, in a day and with a click
We noticed families had stopped talking, that’s not to say they never spoke
But the meaning must have melted and the work life balance broke
And the children’s eyes grew squarer and every toddler had a phone
They filtered out the imperfections, but amidst the noise, they felt alone.
And every day the skies grew thicker, ‘till you couldn’t see the stars,
So, we flew in planes to find them, while down below we filled our cars.
We drove around all day in circles, we’d forgotten how to run
We swopped the grass for tarmac, shrunk the parks ‘till there were none
We filled the sea with plastic because our waste was never capped
Until, each day when you went fishing, you’d pull them out already wrapped
And while we drank and smoked and gambled, our leaders taught us why
It’s best to not upset the lobbies, more convenient to die

That’s right….the theme is human 
faults before the coronavirus

Can you find words/phrases which 
shows how life was before the virus?

5 have been highlighted for you. 

Reveal after answering the question



But then in 2020, a new virus came our way,

The governments reacted and told us all to hide away

But while we were all hidden, amidst the fear and all the while,

The people dusted off their instincts, they remembered how to smile

They started clapping to say thank you and calling up their mums

And while the car keys gathered dust, they would look forward to their runs

And with the skies less full of voyagers, the earth began to breathe

And the beaches bore new wildlife that scuttled off into the seas

Some people started dancing, some were singing, some were baking

We’d grown so used to bad news, but some good news was in the making

And so when we found the cure and were allowed to go outside

We all preferred the world we found to the one we’d left behind

Old habits became extinct and they made way for the new

And every simple act of kindness was now given its due”

“But why did it take us so long to bring the people back together?”

“Well, sometimes you’ve got to get sick, my boy, before you start feeling better

Now, lie down and dream of tomorrow and all the things that we can do

And who knows, if you dream hard enough, maybe some of them will come true

We now call it The Great Realisation and yes, since then, there have been many

But that’s the story of how it started and why hindsight’s 2020”

The theme has now changed slightly…it talks 
about human realisation and kindness. 
Highlight all the words that show human 
attitude and life has changed for the better. 

Reveal after thinking about the answer



Complete the table….

LIFE BEFORE THE VIRUS LIFE DURING THE VIRUS

1.) POVERTY
2.)

1. HOMELESS HAD FOOD AND SHELTER
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Do Now:



The Great Realisation by Tomos Robertson
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Today we will be looking at the meaning 
behind this poem in detail. 

• Think about when it was written, why it was written and who wrote it: 
T A P

• We will look at how the meaning of this poem relates to your life.

• Answer some questions related to ‘The Great Realisation.’

• Make a list of our lives before the virus and during the virus.



1) Which story does the little boy want to listen to?
2) What's the meaning of weary?
a.)impolite
b.)tired
c.)demanding
d.) none of the above
3) What is the meaning of dwell?
a.)spend
b.)know
c.)describe
d.)live
4) Put the words in order: was plenty a poverty wonder, of It and of and waste world
5)Fill the gap: you see the ________________________ came up with companies to trade across all 
lands, but they swelled and got much ________________________ than we ever could have planned.
6)Fill the gap: You could have anything you dreamed of in a day, and with a 
________________________
7) Why did families stop talking?
8) What does it mean that children´s eyer got squarer?
9.) What does he mean by filling the sea with plastic? Which are the consequences?
10.) What is it what he calls "the great realisation"?

Answer in full sentences please: 



Now its your turn to think about Your Great Realisation:

Complete the table according to you own experience during the pandemic. Two examples have been given 
for you. These notes will help to compose your  own poem tomorrow. 

My life before the virus My life during the virus

Play with friends on the park
Touch my friends and families from other houses

Play with friends on the computer- can’t see their faces
Socially distance between friends and families 
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If these are prefixes. Can you give a definition of a suffix?
What is a root word?



Let’s recap the poem we are looking at this 
week
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Tips:
- magpie ideas from Tomos especially key words
- Make sure your lines have similar amount of syllables and words so it has a rhythm 

( you can clap out the syllables to check if the lines have the same amount for e.g.  
po-llu-tion)

- Don’t forget your rhyming couplets 
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Today….
• Finish off your poem (at least one-page poem)

• Publish your poems with pictures and send them to your teacher 
through the class email. 

• Use illustrations to paint an image in your reader’s mind…
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Today you will practise your spellings
Tips for full  marks:
LOOK
SAY
COVER
WRITE
CHECK


