
 

Reading Progression – Year 2 

Aspect of 

Reading 

National 

Curriculum 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Greater Depth? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Decoding 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Continue to apply 
phonic knowledge and 
skills as the route to 
decode words until 
automatic decoding 
has become embedded 
and reading is fluent 
 

Can read slowly, 
decoding of unknown 
words is laboured but 
mostly accurate. 

Pupil can read with 
increasing pace and 
fluency; decoding is mostly 
accurate. 

Can read fluently and 
decoding is secure.  They can, 
without undue hesitation, read 
texts at the book band level 
lime or white.  

Can read fluently; decoding 
is automatic and accurate. 

Read accurately by 
blending the sounds in 
words that contain the 
graphemes taught so 
far, especially 
recognising alternative 
sounds for grapheme 

Can slowly blend 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes. 

Can blend alternative 
sounds for graphemes with 
increasing confidence. 

Can automatically and 
accurately blend alternative 
sounds for graphemes:  
e.g. know alternative 
phonemes for /er/: ir as in 
girl, ur as in turn   
 
(see NC Appendix 1 pgs. 
45 - 47) 

Can accurately and 
automatically, without undue 
hesitation, blend alternative 
sounds for graphemes. 

Read accurately words 
of two or more 
syllables that contain 
the same graphemes 
as above 

With support, identify 
syllables within a word 
containing alternative 
sounds for graphemes. 
They can sometimes 

read these separately 
before they combine 
them to read a word. 
e.g. ice, bridge, 
ginger, written etc… 

Can identify syllables within 
a word containing 
alternative sounds for 
graphemes and can usually 
read these separately 

before they combine them 
to read a word. 
e.g. ice, bridge, ginger, 
written etc… 

Can accurately identify 
syllables within a word 
containing alternative sounds 
for graphemes. They can 
usually combine them to read 

a word:  
e.g. ice, bridge, ginger, 
written etc… 

Can quickly and accurately 
read multi-syllabic words 
containing alternative sounds 
for graphemes. 

Read words containing 
common suffixes 

Can read words with 
some common suffixes: 
e.g.  
–ed: started,  
-ing: eating,  

Can read words with many 
common suffixes:  
e.g. 
 –ed: started,  
-ing: eating,  

Can read words with almost all 
common suffixes:  
e.g.  
–ed: started,  
-ing: eating,  

Can quickly and accurately 
read words with all common 
suffixes. 
e.g.  
–ed: started,  



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Decoding 

 

-es: foxes. -es: foxes,  
-er: nicer,  
-est: nicest,  
-y: shiny. 

-es: foxes,  
-er: nicer,  
-est: nicest,  
-y: shiny,  
-ment: enjoyment, 
-ness: sadness 
-ful: playful 
-less: hopeless 
-ly: happily 

-ing: eating,  
-es: foxes,  
-er: nicer,  
-est: nicest,  
-y: shiny,  
-ment: enjoyment, 
-ness: sadness 
-ful: playful 
-less: hopeless 
-ly: happily 

Read further common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondence 
between spelling and 
sound and where 
these occur in the 
word 

With support, can read 
some common 
exception words, 
sometimes noting 
unusual pronunciation. 

Can read an increasing 
number of common 
exception words, and able 
to note unusual 
pronunciation. 

Can read almost all common 
exception words noting 
unusual correspondences:  
e.g. mind, pretty, prove, 
would, whole. 
 
(See Appendix 1: Spelling 
pg. 59). 

Can quickly and accurately 
read all common exception 
words, noting unusual 
pronunciation. 

Read most words 
quickly and accurately, 
without overt 
sounding and 
blending, when they 
have been frequently 
encountered 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can read most familiar 
words slowly, with some 
accuracy, but still needs 
to explicitly sound and 
blend. 

Can read most familiar 
words without undue 
hesitation and without 
overt sounding and 
blending. 

Can read most familiar words 
without undue hesitation and 
without overt sounding and 
blending. 

Can read almost all familiar 
words without undue 
hesitation and without overt 
sounding and blending. 

Understand both the 
books that they can 
already read accurately 
and fluently and those 
that they listen to by: 
checking that the text 
makes sense to them 
as they read and 
correcting inaccurate 
reading 

Needs prompting but 
can sometimes 
recognise when their 
reading does not make 
sense and self-correct. 

Can sometimes recognise 
when their reading does 
not make sense and self-
correct. 

Can monitor their reading, 
checking that words they have 
decoded make sense and fit in 
with what they have already 
read and self-correct:  
e.g. 'Hansel let the crumbs 
drop from his hands to 
make a tail …' self-
corrects 'tail' to 'trail'. 

Can almost always recognise 
when their reading does not 
make sense and self-correct 
without undue hesitation. 



 

 
 

Understanding 

and 
Comprehension 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Understanding 
and 

Comprehension 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
discussing the 
sequence of events in 
books and how items 
of information are 
related 
 
 
 
 
 

With support, can 
discuss the order of 
events in books and can 
sometimes explain how 
items of information are 
related. 

Can sometimes discuss the 
order of events in books 
and explain how items of 
information are related. 

Can usually discuss the order 
of events in books and explain 
how items of information are 
related. 

Can almost always discuss 
the order of events in books 
and explain how items of 
information are related. 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: being 
introduced to non-
fiction books that are 
structured in different 
ways 

Can distinguish 
nonfiction books from 
other genres.  They are 
beginning to identify 
some key features to 
help them locate and 
understand information: 
e.g. facts, 
photographs, 
diagrams, labels 

Can usually explain how 
nonfiction books are used.  
They can sometimes 
identify some key features 
to help them locate and 
understand information:  
e.g. facts, photographs, 
diagrams, labels 

Can mostly explain how 
nonfiction books are used, 
they can independently 
identify key features and use 
these to help them find 
information:  
e.g. facts, photographs, 
diagrams, labels, index, 
glossary, heading. 

Can explain the purpose of 
non-fiction books and how 
they are different from 
fiction books. They can 
quickly and independently 
identify key features and use 
these to help them find and 
understand information:  
e.g. facts, photographs, 
diagrams, labels, index, 
heading and sub-
heading, glossary. 
 

Understand both the 
books that they can 
already read accurately 
and fluently and those 
that they listen to by: 
answering and asking 
questions 
 

With support, can 
sometimes modify their 
inferences by answering 
and asking questions. 

Can sometimes modify 
their inferences by 
answering and asking 
questions. 

Can usually modify their 
inferences by answering and 
asking questions. 

Can almost always modify 
inferences by answering and 
asking questions. 

Explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
books, poems and 
other material, both 
those that they listen 

With support, can 
sometimes explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read, acted 
out or listened to. 

With increasing 
independence, can explain 
and discuss their 
understanding of what they 
have read, acted out or 
listened to. 

Can explain and discuss their 
understanding of what has 
been read, acted out or 
listened to: e.g. 'The three 
little pigs were scared 
when the wolf knocked on 

Can confidently and 
accurately explain and 
discuss their understanding 
of what they have read, 
acted out or listened to, 



to and those that they 
read for themselves 

the door because they hid 
under the table and 
cuddled together to be 
safe'. 
 

justifying their ideas and 
arguments. 

 
 

 
Deduction, 

inference and 

interpretation 
 
 

 
 
 

Deduction, 
inference and 
interpretation 

Understand both the 
books that they can 
already read accurately 
and fluently and those 
that they listen to by: 
drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background 
information and 
vocabulary provided 
by the teacher 
 

With support, can 
sometimes demonstrate 
understanding by 

drawing upon what they 
already know or on 
background information 
and vocabulary provided 
by the teacher. 

Can usually demonstrate 
their understanding by 
drawing upon what they 

already know or on 
background information 
and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher. 

Can mostly demonstrate their 
understanding by 
independently drawing upon 

what they already know or on 
background information and 
vocabulary provided by the 
teacher. 

Can demonstrate their 
understanding by confidently 
and accurately drawing on 

what they already know or 
on background information 
and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher. 

Understand both the 
books that they can 
already read accurately 
and fluently and those 
that they listen to by: 
making inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done 

With support, can draw 
simple inferences based 
on what is being said 
and done. 

Can sometimes draw 
inferences based on what 
is being said and done. 

Can usually draw inferences 
based on what is being said 
and done. 

Can almost always draw 
inferences based on what is 
being said and done. 

Understand both the 
books that they can 
already read accurately 
and fluently and those 
that they listen to by: 
predicting what might 

happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 
far 
 

With support, can make 
suggestions about what 
will happen next in the 
story based on what has 
happened so far. 

Can sometimes predict 
what might happen with 
responses linked closely to 
the story characters, plot 
and language read so far. 

Can usually predict what might 
happen with responses linked 
closely to the story characters, 
plot and language read so far. 

Can readily predict what 
might happen. All responses 
are linked closely to the 
story characters, plot and 
language read so far. 

 
 

 
 
 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
recognising simple 
recurring literary 

Can recognise some 
simple recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry: e.g. knows 
that ‘Once upon a 
time’ and ‘They all 

Can sometimes recognise 
simple recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry: e.g. 'I’ll huff and 
I’ll puff', question and 

Can usually recognise simple 
recurring literary language in 
stories and poetry: e.g. 'I’ll 
huff and I’ll puff', question 
and answer patterns in 
poems. 

Can almost always recognise 
simple recurring literary 
language in stories and 
poetry: e.g. identifying 
rhyming words and 
alliteration in poetry. 



 

 
 
 

 
Use of 
language 

 

language in stories 
and poetry 

lived happily ever 
after’ mark story 
beginnings and 
endings 

answer patterns in 
poems. 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
discussing and 
clarifying the 
meanings of words, 
linking new meanings 
to known vocabulary 
 
 

With support, begin to 
discuss and clarify 
meanings of words, 
sometimes linking new 

meanings to known 
vocabulary: e.g. 
recognising the word 
happy inside the word 
unhappily 

Can discuss and clarify 
meanings of words, 
sometimes linking new 
meanings to known 

vocabulary: e.g. 
recognising the word happy 
inside the word unhappily 
and deducing the meaning 
from knowledge of root 
word and affixes. 

Can discuss and clarify 
meanings of words usually 
linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary: e.g. 

painkiller, blackberry, 
invisible. 

Can discuss and clarify 
meanings of words, almost 
always linking meanings to 
known vocabulary: e.g. 

marketplace, 
unfortunately 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read; vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
discussing their 
favourite words and 
phrases 

Can say some words 
and phrases they like 
and begin to say why. 

Can usually discuss their 
favourite words and 
phrases and give reasons 
for their choice 

Can mostly discuss their 
favourite words and phrases 
and give reasons for their 
choice: e.g. 'I like the word 
'magical' because it means 
the story might have spells 
and wizards in it!' 

Can readily and confidently 
discuss their favourite words 
and phrases justifying their 
choice. 

Authorial 
Intent, 

purposes and 
effect of the 
text on the 

reader 

Participate in 
discussion about 
books, poems and 
other works that are 
read to them and 
those that they can 
read for themselves, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say 

Can sometimes 
contribute ideas to 
discussion; with 
prompts remembers 
significant events/key 
information and, with 
support, follow rules for 
effective discussion in 
groups of 3–4. 

Can sometimes contribute 
ideas to discussion; 
remembers significant 
events/key information, 
and usually follow rules for 
effective discussion in 
groups of 4-6. 

Can contribute ideas and 
thoughts to discussion, 
remember significant 
events/key information and 
mostly able to follow the 
agreed rules for effective 
discussion without support 
working in a group of 4–6. 

Confidently contributes a 
number of ideas to 
discussion, drawing on all 
the significant events and 
most of the key information. 
They almost always follow 
the agreed class rules for 
effective discussion, working 
confidently in a larger group. 

Performance 
and Poetry 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
continuing to build up 
a repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and 
reciting some, with 

Can join in with poetry 
recitals and recall a 
limited repertoire of 
poems.  Can recite parts 
of some poems, with 
some intonation. 

Can recall a limited 
repertoire of poems (less 
than 5) and can recite 
parts of some poems, with 
some intonation to make 
the meaning clear 

Pupil has repertoire of poems 
(approx. 10) and can recite 
some, with intonation to make 
the meaning clear. 

Can recall a repertoire of 
poems (at least 10, including 
some of which are self-
chosen) and can recite some 
of these with intonation to 
make the meaning clear. 



appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear 

Wider range of 

reading 
(including 

familiarity with 

texts) 
 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
becoming increasingly 
familiar with and 
retelling a wider range 
of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales 

With support, recount 
the main events in a 
wide range of age-
appropriate stories, fairy 
stories and traditional 

tales. 

Can accurately recount the 
main events in a wide 
range of age-appropriate 
stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, with some 

support. 

Can independently and 
accurately recount the main 
events in a wide range of age-
appropriate stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales. 

Can independently and 
accurately recount the main 
events across a wide range 
of age-appropriate stories, 
fairy stories and traditional 

tales in order and with detail. 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding by: 
listening to, discussing 
and expressing views 
about a wide range of 
contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories 
and nonfiction at a 
level beyond that at 
which they can read 
independently 

Begin to listen to and 
discuss a range of 
stories and nonfiction 
texts. 

Can listen to and, with 
support, discuss and 
express views about a 
range of contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories and 
non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they 
can read independently. 

Can listen to, discuss and 
express views about a wider 
range of contemporary and 
classic poetry, stories and 
nonfiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read 
independently. 

Can listen to, discuss and 
express views, justifying 
opinions about a wide range 
of contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and nonfiction 
at a level beyond that at 
which they can read 
independently. 

 

 


