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Autumn 

1 Words from statutory word lists Words from statutory word lists Words from statutory word lists Words from statutory word lists 

2  Vowel suffixes   ‘-s’, ‘-es’,  

E.g: words, birds, boxes, buses, bushes 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3  -  ‘dis-

‘ meaning not or none 

E.g: dislike, disappoint, disagree,  

Revise adding the suffix –
ation to a verb turns it into a 

noun.  
E.g: Inform – information 

 
Exceptions to the rule:  If the word ends 
with ‘ne’, ‘ve’ or ‘re’ then you drop the ‘e’ 
and add –stion  E.g: prepare - 
preparation 

 

Revisit words with ‘silent’ 
letters  
Some letters which are no longer 

sounded used to be sounded 

hundreds of years ago: e.g. in knight, 

there was a /k/ sound before the /n/, 

and the gh used to represent the 

sound that ‘ch’ now represents in the 

Scottish word loch. 

3 Vowel suffixes ‘-er’  including 
exceptions noted below 
If the adjective ends with a y then change 
the y to an I and add –er. E.g: easy - 
easier 
If the adjective ends in e then you drop the 
e and add –er  E.g: nice - nicer 
If the adjective has a short vowel and ends 
in a consonant then you double the last 
letter and add –er.   E.g: big - bigger 

 
Vowel suffix ‘-ed’ including 
exceptions noted below 
1. When the verb ends in y, change the y 
to an I and add –ed  E.g: copy – copied 
2. When the verb ends in e, drop the e and 
add – ed  E.g: hike -hiked 
3. If the verb has a short vowel and ends 
in a consonant then you double the last 
letter and add –ed  E.g: drop - dropped 

 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3  -  
‘mis-‘ meaning wrong or incorrect 
 
E.g: misunderstand, misbehave, mislead, 
misread 

Revisit prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ 
and ‘ir-’ 
 
The prefix in– can mean both ‘not’ 
and ‘in’/‘into’.  
 
Exceptions for adding ‘in-‘  
Before a root word starting with l, in– 
becomes il  E.g: legal - illegal 
Before a root word starting with m or p, in– 
becomes im–.  E.g: possible - 
impossible 
Before a root word starting with r, in– 
becomes ir–. E.g: regular -irregular 

 

 
Revisit silent letters taken 
from the statutory word list 



4 Vowel Suffixes  ‘-ing’ including 
exceptions 
 
If the verb has a short vowel and ends in a 
consonant then you double the last letter 
and add –ing.  E.g: run - running 
If the verb ends in a y then you keep the y 
and add –ing  E.g: try - trying 
If the verb ends in an e then you drop the 
e and add –ing.  E.g: drive – driving  
If the verb ends in a long vowel the you 
add –ing to the end   E.g: go – going 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3  -  ‘re-‘ 
meaning ‘again’ to indicate 
repetition or  ‘back’  
 
E.g: dislike, disappoint, disagree, disappear. 

 

Endings spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-
tion’ and ‘-ssion’ 
 
–tion is the most common spelling. It is 
used if the root word ends in t or te.  
–ssion is used if the root word ends in ss 
or –mit.  
–sion is used if the root word ends in d or 
se.   
Exceptions: attend – attention, intend – 
intention. –cian is used if the root word 
ends in c or cs. 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

5 From Year 2: Apostrophes for 
contractions 
In contractions. 
 
The apostrophe shows where a letter or 
letters would be if the words were written 
in full (e.g. can’t – cannot).  
It’s means it is (e.g. It’s raining) or 
sometimes it has (e.g. It’s been raining), 
but it’s is never used for the possessive.  
 
can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, I’ll 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3 -  ‘sub-
‘ meaning under, below or beneath.  
 
E.g: subway, subtitle, subheading, subtract, 
submerge 

Endings spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-
tion’ and ‘-ssion’ 
–tion is the most common spelling. It 
is used if the root word ends in t or 
te.  
–ssion is used if the root word ends 
in ss or –mit.  
–sion is used if the root word ends in 
d or se.   
Exceptions: attend – attention, 
intend – intention. –cian is used if 

the root word ends in c or cs. 

Revisit words containing the letter 
string ‘-ough’ 
ough is one of the trickiest 
spellings in English – it can be 
used to spell a number of 
different sounds. 

6 Learn  prefix ‘dis-’ 
(disappoint, disagree, disobey) 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3  -  
‘super-‘ meaning above or be 
placed over 
 
E.g: superstar, supermarket, superhero, 
supersonic 

Revise words endings spelt with 
–sion where the sound is ‘zh’ 
 
E.g Collision, delusion, exclusion, 
decision. 

Revisit adding suffixes 
beginning with vowels to 
words ending in ‘-fer’ 
 
The r is doubled if the –fer is still 
stressed when the ending is added.  
 The r is not doubled if the –fer is no 
longer stressed. 

7 Revisit and review Revisit and review Revisit and review Revisit and review 

8 Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word 
lists 
 
 

9 Revise prefix ‘un-’ 
(unhappy, unwell, untidy) 

Revise prefixes taught in Y3  -  
‘auto-‘ meaning self 
 
E.g: autobiography, automatic, autocue, 
autopilot, autograph 

Root words and meaning Words with the /i:/ sound 
spelt ei after c 
 
The ‘i before e except after c’ rule 
applies to words where the sound 
spelt by ei is /i:/.  Exceptions: protein, 
caffeine, seize (and either and neither 



if pronounced with an initial /i:/ 
sound). 

10 Rarer GPCs: words with the sound 
spelt ‘ei’ (vein), ‘eigh’ (eight), 
‘aigh’ (straight) or ‘ey’ (they) 
 
vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey  

Learn the prefix - ‘un-‘meaning not.  
 
E.g: unhappy, untidy, unwell, untrue, unfair 

Words ending ‘-able’  
 
The –able ending is used if there is a word 
ending in –ation.  If the –able ending is 
added to a word ending in –ce or –ge, the 
e after the c or g must be kept before the a 
of the –able ending. The –able ending is 
usually but not always used if a complete 
root word can be heard before it, even if 
there is no related word ending in –ation.   
The first five examples opposite are 
obvious; in reliable, the complete word rely 
is heard, but the y changes to i in 
accordance with the rule. 

 
 

Endings that are 
spelt ‘-cious’ or ‘-tious’ 
 
If the root word ends in –ce, the /? 
/ sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. 
vice – vicious, grace – gracious, 
space – spacious, malice – 
malicious. Exception: anxious. 

11 Homophones  
 
brake/break, grate/great, eight/ate, 
weight/wait, son/sun 

Learn the prefix  -  ‘anti-‘ meaning 
against or opposite of 
 
E.g: anticlockwise, antifreeze, antisocial 

 

Words ending ‘-ible’ 
The –ible ending is common if a complete 
root word can’t be heard before it but it 
also sometimes occurs when a complete 
word can be heard (e.g. sensible). 

Words ending ‘-cial’ and  ‘-
tial’ 
–cial is common after a vowel letter 
and –tial after a consonant letter, 
but there are some exceptions. 
Exceptions: initial, financial, 
commercial, provincial (the spelling 
of the last three is clearly related to 
finance, commerce and province). 

 
12 Prefixes ‘mis-’ ‘re-’ ‘dis-‘ 

Like un–, the prefixes dis– and mis– have 
negative meanings.  
Examples:  
dis–:disappoint, disagree, disobey  
mis–: misbehave, mislead, misspell (mis + 
spell)  
re-: redo, refresh, return, reappear, 
redecorate  

 

Learn the prefix  -  ‘inter-‘ meaning 
between or among 
 
E.g: interact, intercom, interview, intercept 

Words with ‘silent’ letters  
Some letters which are no longer sounded 
used to be sounded hundreds of years ago: 
e.g. in knight, there was a /k/ sound before 
the /n/, and the gh used to represent the 
sound that ‘ch’ now represents in the 
Scottish word loch. 

Use of the hyphen 
Hyphens can be used to join a prefix 
to a root word, especially if the prefix 
ends in a vowel letter and the root 
word also begins with one 

13 Prefixes ‘mis-’ ‘re-’ ‘dis-‘ 
Like un–, the prefixes dis– and mis– have 
negative meanings.  
Examples:  
dis–:disappoint, disagree, disobey  
mis–: misbehave, mislead, misspell (mis + 
spell)  

Revisit vowel Suffixes  ‘-ing’ 
including exceptions 
 
If the verb has a short vowel and ends in a 
consonant then you double the last letter 
and add –ing.  E.g: run - running 
If the verb ends in a y then you keep the y 
and add –ing  E.g: try - trying 

Words with ‘silent’ letters  
Silent letters taken from the statutory word 
list 

Homophones  
(dessert/ desert, stationery/ 
stationary, complement/ 
compliment, principle/ principal, 
prophet/profit) 



re-: redo, refresh, return, reappear, 
redecorate  

 

If the verb ends in an e then you drop the e 
and add –ing.   E.g: drive – driving  
If the verb ends in a long vowel the you add 
–ing to the end   E.g: go – going 

14 The ‘i’ sound spelt ‘y’ 
myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery  

 

Revisit vowel suffixes ‘-er’  
including exceptions noted below 
If the adjective ends with a y then change 
the y to an I and add –er.  E.g: easy - easier 
If the adjective ends in e then you drop the 
e and add –er  E.g: nice - nicer 
If the adjective has a short vowel and ends 
in a consonant then you double the last 
letter and add –er.   E.g: big - bigger 

 
Revisit vowel suffix ‘-ed’ including 
exceptions noted below 
1. When the verb ends in y, change the y to 
an I and add –ed   E.g: copy – copied 
2. When the verb ends in e, drop the e and 
add – ed  E.g: hike -hiked 
3. If the verb has a short vowel and ends in 
a consonant then you double the last letter 
and add –ed  E.g: drop - dropped 

  
Words containing the letter string 
‘-ough’ 
 
ough is one of the trickiest spellings in 
English – it can be used to spell a number 
of different sounds. 

 
Root words and meaning 
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Spring 

1 Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word 
lists 
 
 

2 Words ending with the 
‘g’ sound spelt ‘-gue’ and the ‘k’ 
sound spelt ‘-que’ (French in 
origin) 
  
league, tongue, antique, unique  

Prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ and ‘ir-’ 
 
The prefix in– can mean both ‘not’ and 
‘in’/‘into’.  
Exceptions for adding ‘in-‘  
Before a root word starting with l, in– becomes 
il  E.g: legal - illegal 
Before a root word starting with m or p, in– 
becomes im–.  E.g: possible - impossible 
Before a root word starting with r, in– becomes 
ir–. E.g: regular -irregular 

 

From previous years: apostrophe 
for contraction and possession 
(singular and plural) 
 

Words ending ‘-able’/-‘ably’ 
The –able ending is used if there is a 
word ending in –ation.  If the –able 
ending is added to a word ending in –
ce or –ge, the e after the c or g must 
be kept before the a of the –able 
ending. The –able ending is usually 
but not always used if a complete 
root word can be heard before it, 
even if there is no related word 
ending in –ation.   The first five 
examples opposite are obvious; in 
reliable, the complete word rely is 
heard, but the y changes to i in 
accordance with the rule. 

3 Prefixes ‘sub-’  
 
sub– means ‘under’.  

Words with the /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’ 
(Latin in origin) 
 

Homophones  
(isle/aisle, aloud/allowed, affect/effect, 
herd/heard, past/passed) 

Words ending ‘-ible’/ibly 
 



subdivide, subheading, submarine, 
submerge   

e.g. science, scene, discipline, fascinate, 
crescent 

The –ible ending is common if a 
complete root word can’t be heard 
before it but it also sometimes occurs 
when a complete word can be heard 
(e.g. sensible). 

4 Prefixes ‘tele-’ 
 
tele– means ‘far off/at a distance’. 
telephone, television, telegraph, teleport   

Words with the /k/ sound spelt ‘ch’ 
(Greek in origin)  
e.g. scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, 
character 

Words with ‘ie’ and ‘ei’ sounds 
Most words use ‘ie’. ‘ie’ is the only 
grapheme used as a word ending. 
‘ei’ is the only grapheme used as a word 
beginning. 
‘c’ is usually followed by ‘ei’ (with a few 
exceptions: science, glacier, ancient). 
The long ‘ay’ sound is usually 
represented by ‘ei’. 

 
 
 

Words ending in ‘ant’, ‘-ance 
and ‘-ancy’ 
 
Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there 
is a related word with a /æ/ or /e?/ 
sound in the right position;  
–ation endings are often a clue.  

 

5 Suffixes ‘-less’ 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it 
is added straight on to most root words 
without any change to the last letter  

 

Near homophones  
(scene/seen, mail/male, bawl/ball 
peace/piece, main/mane, fair/fare 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 
after c 
The ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to 
words where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/.  
Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize (and 
either and neither if pronounced with an 
initial /i:/ sound). 

Words from statutory word 
list 

6 Suffixes ‘-ness’ 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it 
is added straight on to most root words 
without any change to the last letter  

 

The ending  –sure and  –ture 
 
Pressure, ensure creature, furniture, picture, 
nature, adventure  

 

Words containing the letter string 
‘-ough’ 
ough is one of the trickiest spellings in 
English – it can be used to spell a number 
of different sounds. 

Words ending in ‘ant’, ‘-ance 
and ‘-ancy’ 
Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there 
is a related word with a /æ/ or /e?/ 
sound in the right position;  
–ation endings are often a clue.  

7 Suffixes ‘-ful’ 
If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it 
is added straight on to most root words 
without any change to the last letter  

 

Words ending -ture 
The ending sounding like -ture is often spelt –
ture, but check that the word is not a root 
word ending in (t)ch with an er ending – e.g. 
teacher, catcher, richer, stretcher  e.g. 
creature, furniture, picture, nature, adventure 

Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowels to words ending in ‘-fer’ 
The r is doubled if the –fer is still stressed 
when the ending is added.  
 The r is not doubled if the –fer is no longer 
stressed. 

Generating words from 
prefixes and roots 

8 Suffixes ‘-less’, ‘-ness’, ‘-ful’ 
Exceptions:  
(1) argument  
(2) root words ending in –y with a 
consonant before it but only if the root 
word has more than one syllable. E.g.: 
enjoyment, sadness, careful, playful, 
hopeless, plainness (plain + ness), badly  
merriment, happiness, plentiful, penniless, 
happily  

Endings spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-tion’ 
and ‘-ssion’ 
–tion is the most common spelling. It is used 
if the root word ends in t or te.  
–ssion is used if the root word ends in ss or 
–mit.  
–sion is used if the root word ends in d or 
se.   

Endings that are spelt ‘-cious’ or 
‘-tious’ 
 
If the root word ends in –ce, the /?/ 
sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – 
vicious, grace – gracious, space – 
spacious, malice – malicious. Exception: 
anxious. 

Words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-ence’ 
and ‘-ency’ 
Use –ent and –ence/–ency after soft 
c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ sound) 
and qu, or if there is a related word 
with a clear /?/ sound in the right 
position. 



Exceptions: attend – attention, intend – 
intention. –cian is used if the root word ends 
in c or cs. 

9 Suffixes ‘-less’, ‘-ness’, ‘-ful’ 
Exceptions:  
(1) argument  
(2) root words ending in –y with a 
consonant before it but only if the root 
word has more than one syllable. E.g.: 
enjoyment, sadness, careful, playful, 
hopeless, plainness (plain + ness), badly  
merriment, happiness, plentiful, penniless, 
happily  

Endings spelt ‘-cian’, ‘-sion’, ‘-tion’ 
and ‘-ssion’ 
–tion is the most common spelling. It is used 
if the root word ends in t or te.  
–ssion is used if the root word ends in ss or 
–mit.  
–sion is used if the root word ends in d or se 
and has the ‘shn’ sound  
Exceptions: attend – attention, intend – 
intention. –cian is used if the root word ends 
in c or cs. 

Endings that are spelt ‘-cious’ or 
‘-tious’ 
If the root word ends in –ce, the /?/ 
sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – 
vicious, grace – gracious, space – 
spacious, malice – malicious. Exception: 
anxious. 

Words from statutory word 
list 

10 Words with the ‘sh’ sound spelt 
‘ch’ (mostly French in origin) chef, chalet, 
machine, brochure  

Suffix ‘-ous’ 
–our is changed to –or before –ous is added.  
 If there is an /i:/ sound before the  –ous 
ending, it is usually spelt as i, but a few words 
have e 

Homophones  
(cereal/serial, father/farther, guessed/ 
guest, morning/mourning, who’s/whose)  

Words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-ence’ 
and ‘-ency’ 
Use –ent and –ence/–ency after soft 
c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ sound) 
and qu, or if there is a related word 
with a clear /?/ sound in the right 
position. 

11   Words with the ‘sh’ sound spelt 
‘ch’ in ‘ss(ion/ure)’ 
 
Mission, session, progression, pressure, 
fissure 

Suffix ‘-ly’ added to words ending 
in ‘y’, ‘le’ and ‘ic’ 
The suffix –ly is added to an 
adjective to form an adverb.  
 The suffix –ly starts with a consonant letter, so 
it is added straight on to most root words.  
Exceptions:  (1) If the root word ends in –y 
with a consonant letter before it, the y is 
changed to i, but only if the root word has 
more than one syllable.  
(2) If the root word ends with –le, the –le is 
changed to –ly.  
(3) If the root word ends with –ic, –ally is 
added rather than just –ly, except in the word 
publicly.   
(4) The words truly, duly, wholly. 

Revisit rarer GPCs: words with 
the sound spelt ‘ei’ (vein), ‘eigh’ 
(eight), ‘aigh’ (straight) or ‘ey’ 
(they) 
 
vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey  

Homophones including 
(‘ce’/‘se’) 
Nouns end –ce  
Verbs end –se.  
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Summer 

1 Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word 
lists 
 
Assess and review all 
spelling rules 
 

2 Prefixes ‘super-’ and ‘auto-’ 
super– means ‘above’.  
supermarket, superman, superstar  
 
auto– means ‘self’ or ‘own’.  

Adding the suffix –ation to a verb 
turns it into a noun.  
E.g: Inform – information 

Rare GPCs from statutory 
spelling list  
(bruise, guarantee, immediately, vehicle, 
yacht) 



 
 
 

autobiography, autograph  

 
Exceptions to the rule:  If the word ends 
with ‘ne’, ‘ve’ or ‘re’ then you drop the ‘e’ and 
add –stion  E.g: prepare - preparation 

 

SATS test- Mixed spelling 
practice 
 
Proof read of work 
independently   
 
 

3 Prefixes ‘super-’ and ‘auto-’ 
super– means ‘above’.  
supermarket, superman, superstar  
 
auto– means ‘self’ or ‘own’.  
autobiography, autograph  

 

Homophones and near 
homophones 
accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, 
grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, 
main/mane, meat/meet, medal/meddle, 
missed/mist, peace/piece, plain/plane, 
rain/rein/reign, scene/seen, 
weather/whether, whose/who’s 

Words ending ‘-able’/-‘ably’ 
The –able ending is used if there is a word 
ending in –ation.  If the –able ending is 
added to a word ending in –ce or –ge, the 
e after the c or g must be kept before the a 
of the –able ending. The –able ending is 
usually but not always used if a complete 
root word can be heard before it, even if 
there is no related word ending in –ation.   
The first five examples opposite are 
obvious; in reliable, the complete word rely 
is heard, but the y changes to i in 
accordance with the rule. 

4 Homophones and near 
homophones 
accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, 
grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, not/not,  

 

Words with the /ay/ sound spelt 
‘ei’, ‘eigh’ or ‘ey’  
 
e.g. vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, 
obey 

Revisit problem suffixes 
These could include ‘-ous’, ‘-ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-
es’ or ‘-ies’ 

 
 
 
 

5 Homophones and near 
homophones 
mail/male, main/mane, meat/meet, 
medal/meddle, missed/mist, peace/piece, 
plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, scene/seen, 
weather/whether, whose/who’s 

 

Words endings spelt with –sion 
where the sound is ‘zh’ 
 
E.g Collision, delusion, exclusion, decision. 

Words ending ‘-ible’/ibly 
The –ible ending is common if a complete 
root word can’t be heard before it but it 
also sometimes occurs when a complete 
word can be heard (e.g. sensible). 

6 Words with the ‘k’ sound spelt ‘ch’ 
(Greek in origin) 
scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character  

 

The ‘i’ sound spelt ‘y’ 
 
myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery  

 

Revisit problem suffixes 
These could include ‘-ous’, ‘-ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-
es’ or ‘-ies’ 

 

7 Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

8 Revise previously taught suffixes 
(‘-ed’, ‘-ing’, ‘-s’, ‘-es’, ‘-ness’, ‘-ful’, ‘-less’ 
and ‘-ly’) 

Words with the /u/ sound spelt ‘ou’  
e.g. young, touch, double, trouble, country 

Homophones  
(led/lead, steel/steal, alter/altar) 

9 The exceptions for adding the 
suffix ‘-ly’ with root words ending 
in ‘le’ and ‘ic’  
 

Revisit prefixes ‘in-’, ‘il-’, ‘im-’ and 
‘ir-’ 
 

Root words and meaning 
 



 

The suffix –ly is added to an adjective to 
form an adverb.   It starts with a 
consonant letter, so it is added straight on 
to most root words.  
 
Exceptions: (1) If the root word ends in –y 
with a consonant letter before it, the y is 
changed to i, but only if the root word has 
more than one syllable.  
(2) If the root word ends with –le, the –le 
is changed to –ly.  
(3) If the root word ends with –ic, –ally is 
added rather than just –ly, except in the 
word publicly.  
(4) The words truly, duly, wholly.  
 
nice, late, close, happy, funny, lucky, 
gentle, simple, humble, basic, frantic, 
dramatic 

The prefix in– can mean both ‘not’ and 
‘in’/‘into’.  
 
Exceptions for adding ‘in-‘  
 
Before a root word starting with l, in– becomes 
il  E.g: legal - illegal 
Before a root word starting with m or p, in– 
becomes im–.  E.g: possible - impossible 
Before a root word starting with r, in– becomes 
ir–. E.g: regular -irregular 

 

10 The ending  –sure   –ture 
measure, treasure, pleasure, 
enclosure  
creature, furniture, picture, nature, 
adventure  

 

Revisit words ending -ture 
The ending sounding like -ture is often spelt –
ture, but check that the word is not a root 
word ending in (t)ch with an er ending – e.g. 
teacher, catcher, richer, stretcher  e.g. 
creature, furniture, picture,  

Words from statutory word lists 
 
 

11 The ‘u’ sound spelt ‘ou’ 
young, touch, double, trouble, country  

 

Revisit the /g/ and /k/ sound spelt 
‘gue’ and ‘que’ 
e.g. league, tongue, antique, unique 

Words from statutory word lists 
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